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The subject who is truly loyal to the chief magistrate will neither advise nor submit to arbitrary measures - Junius

The blockades,
amasthesdeath
of moderation

n Tuesday morning, a group of First Nations lead-

ers, led by Perry Bellegarde, Grand Chief of the As-

sembly of First Nations, held a press conference in
Ottawa. There were five men on stage, and depending on
how the coming days and weeks play out, they will either be
key players in resolving the current crisis, or they could find
themselves shoved aside by a rising radicalism, Indigenous
and non-Indigenous alike, that they were trying to tamp
down.

Their message, which was at times more substantial and
nuanced than that of the federal leaders who spoke later in
the day in Parliament, urged calm, dialogue and a lowering of
tensions. These men experienced the Oka Crisis firsthand,
and what they were calling for was de-escalation. They know,
in their bones, how the situation has the capacity to become
radicalized, to be captured by extremists on both sides and to
spin beyond the control of federal, provincial and First Na-
tions governments.

Grand Chief Serge Otsi Simon of Kanesatake, the commu-
nity where the tragic events of 30 years ago began, spoke of
his fears of a backlash, and said he was “pleading with pro-
testers™ to remove the railway blockades, because they had
“made their point.”

“Bringing down the blockades doesn’t mean that you sur-
render. It doesn’t mean we're going to lay down and let them
kick us around. No, it would show compassion,” he said.

Mr. Simon was being reasonable, practical and truthful -
qualities that are always in short supply in politics, because
they are so rarely rewarded. Within a few hours, a group of
about half a dozen members of the elected chief’'s communi-
ty had barricaded his office in Kanesatake.

By Wednesday, Mr. Simon had come around to a different
way of seeing things. “I wish to retract my comments yester-
day about whether it is time for the blockades to come
down,” he told reporters, reading from a prepared statement.
He said he’d had concerns about the potential consequences
of blockades, “but sometimes as a leader you have to know
when tolead and when to follow. Iam now deciding to follow
the people. I will refrain from making any further remarks on
this matter. I apologize for any harm or confusion arising
from my remarks.”

At the same time as Mr. Simon was apologizing for moder-
ation, new barricades were going up on Montreal’s South
Shore. As of Wednesday afternoon, two Montreal-area com-
muter rail services were suspended due to blockades.

And in Edmonton, protesters blocked the CN tracks. A few
hours later, a group of counter-protesters arrived and dis-
mantled the blockade. An act outside the law was met witha
response beyond the law.

That is not how things are supposed to go in Canada, but
peace, order and good government are never givens. They
risk evaporation if the people responsible for them do notact
to preserve them.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NET OUT

Re Are Net-zero Emissions Pledg-
es Greenwashing? (Report on
Business, Feb. 19): I have a prob-
lem with accepting “net-zero by
2050.” 1 believe it is just kicking
the can down the road without
any measurable, yearly mile-
stones. 1 can live with such a
pledge from anyone who also has
a net- Z

up to 2050. Otherwise, “net-zero
by 2050" is meaningless in my
view.

Marc Forest Winnipeg

Re No, Killing Frontier Won't Dev-
astate Alberta (Report on Busi-
ness, Feb. 15): The Teck Frontier
mine’s projected annual carbon
emissions of four million tonnes
would make itimpossible for Can-
ada to meet its Paris Agreement
targets. However, columnist Eric
Reguly also points out 20 other oil
sands projects that can still go
ahead, and collectively make up
the equivalent in output to 10
Frontiers. If Frontier alone would
make it impossible to meet the
Paris targets, what effect would 20
other projects have on these tar-
gets and, indeed, on the world’s
climate?

u Jeffrey Levitt Toronto

CRUISE CONTROL

Re How A Cruise Ship Became A
19-storey-high Incubator (Feb.
17): Columnist André Picard
writes that “the passengers

ah Al alea hatia hanie it rnsadad

new treatments?
¥ Nicholas Lomonossoff
Nepean, Ont.

Re Legislators Must Stop Dither-
ing On MAID (Feb.18): I believe of-
fering medical assistance in dying
for mental illness tells patients
that there is indeed no hope of re-
covery. Yet, loss of hope and de
sire todie are crucial

dress.
commitment by patients, health
care providers and our health
care system. Offering MAID woul
compromise that. Such poli
would make Canada the onl
country where health-care pro
viders could legally end the life of
patients with an ambiguous de
sire to die, even when they refus
all treatments or intervention
that could relieve suffering. Facil
itating premature death, rathe
than promoting treatment
seems the most ultimate form of
discrimination.
Trudo Lemmens Toronto

GUNS AND PUBLICHEALTH

Re How Guns And Gangs Revea
Our Fault Lines (Editorial, Feb.17)
The Globe’s editorial screams so
cial determinants of health. I be
lieve guns and gangs are indeed
public-health crisis. We shoul
address poverty, better housin,
and educational opportunities fo
ouryouthsintheblackand the In
digenous communities.
! Margaret McGovern Toronfo

be clear on how it can continue to
be secure and to thrive in the mu-
tating world system, and in partic-
ular to cope with the prospects for
political instability in the United
States, our existential partner on
which so much of our national life
depends.

" George Haynal Ottawa

INDIA AND THE WORLD

Re India’s New Citizenship Law Is
Discriminatory And Should Be
Repealed (Feb. 18): 1 believe In-
dia’s amended citizenship law is
of humanitarian nature in help-
ing persecuted minorities who
fled there, before 2014, from pre-
dominantly Muslim countries
such as Pakistan and Bangladesh
(countries that were carved out of
India in 1947). It is argued by con-
tributors Ratna Omidvarand Dee-
pa Mehta that the amended act is
discriminatory, as it ignores Mus-
lim minorities from these coun-
tries. However, if India were to
grant citizenship to persecuted
Muslim minorities, this would de-
fy the painful religion-based par-
tition of India in 1947. Indian law
does permit discretionary grants
of citizenship to foreigners on
merit, regardless of religion. I be-
lieve most Indo-Canadians are
fully supportive of the new citi-
zenship law and find it consistent
with the universal values that
Canadians cherish.
Azad Kaushik

President, National Alliance of
Indo-Canadians; Morriston, Ont.
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